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Ctjrtetma*  fflt$$a%t 


Once  again  the  light  of  the  Christmas  Spirit  is  upon  us.  Once  again 
our  thoughts  are  turned  to  others  and  to  making  them  happy.  Our  selfish 
inclinations  are  pushed  into  the  background  as  we  think  of  Him  who  gave 
the  greatest  gift  of  all  to  us.  His  love  was  so  great  that  he  took  our  sins 
upon  Himself  and  gave  his  life  for  us.  He  thereby  gave  us  the  gift  of 
returning  to  the  presence  of  our  Heavenly  father. 

At  this  joyous  Christmas  season,  our  love  and  appreciation  for  the 
many  wonderful  members  of  the  Church  in  South  Africa  is  real.  It  has 
been  good  to  come  to  know  you  and  to  associate  with  you.  We  appreciate 
as  a  family  the  love  you  have  shown  us,  the  many  kind  acts,  the  friend- 
liness you  have  shown  to  make  strangers  welcome  in  your  midst  — 
strangers  in  acquaintance  only,  for  we  are  bound  together  with  bands  of 
mutual  love  for  the  truth,  the  Gospel  of  Salvation,  which  makes  us  brothers 
and  sisters  in  fact. 

We  count  this  past  year  as  one  of  the  greatest  of  the  gifts  of  God 
to  us.  No  finer  experience  can  come  to  anyone  than  to  spend  full  time 
in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  The  challenges  have  been  great,  as  we  know  they 
will  continue  to  be,  but  the  joy  of  service  and  the  possibility  of  attaining 
the  prize  of  eternal  life  is  ever  before  us.  Associating  with  devoted  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  and  seeing  by  your  lives  that  the  Gospel  is  para- 
mount in  your  thoughts  and  actions,  have  given  us  blessings  beyond 
measure. 

We  express  a  special  word  of  gratitude  to  wonderful  mission,  district 
and  branch  leaders,  Presidencies,  Counsellors,  and  Clerks,  including  the  aux- 
iliary and  Priesthood  organizations.  We  know  of  the  many  hours  of  devoted 
service  you  give,  often  without  recognition.  To  each  member  of  the  mission 
we  wish  a  most  wonderful  holiday  season  with  a  continuance  of  the  Spirit 
of  the  Saviour  in  your  lives  throughout  the  coming  year. 

May  the  "Peace  of  God  which  passeth  all  understanding"  ever  abide 
in  your  heart. 

With  love  and  kind  wishes  to  each  of  you, 
President  and  Sister  Badger. 
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CJjrtetma* 
Spirit 

Hugh  B.  Brown 

For  fifty  one  weeks  most  men  are  obsessed  with  a  desire  to  wring 
personal  profit,  economic,  social,  or  political,  out  of  every  situation,  often 
without  regard  to  the  effect  on  the  lives  and  happiness  of  others. 

The  Yuletide  is  to  many  people  an  annual  seven-day  Sabbath.  It  is  a 
holy  season  when  men  rest  from  the  agitating  business  of  getting  and  relax 
into  the  serene  joy  of  giving. 

The  spirit  of  Christmas  creates  interest  in  others,  minimizes  self-serving 
interests  and  activities,  and  searches  for  opportunities  to  make  others 
happy.  The  spirit  of  Christmas  illuminates  the  picture  window  of  the  soul, 
and  we  look  out  upon  the  world's  busy  life  and  become  more  interested 
in  people  than  in  things.  We  see  people  struggling  and  competing  with 
each  other  and  wish  we  could  somehow  touch  their  lives  with  the  joy  and 
gladness  of  Christmas.  This  spirit  whispers,  "They  are  your  kinfolk  and 
their  happiness  is  your  concern." 

During  this  joyous  week  we  apply  the  brakes  to  the  driving  power  of 
self-interest  and,  like  the  propeller  on  an  airplane  when  its  blades  are 
reversed,  the  pull  is  in  the  opposite  direction.  When  speed  and  altitude 
are  reduced  the  details  and  beauty  of  life  refresh  the  soul  and  inspire 
gratitude  and  a  desire  to  serve  and  partially  repay  our  debt  to  the  giver 
of  life. 

And  after  the  Christmas  season  has  passed  we  discover  an  amazing 
paradox.  We  ourselves  have  experienced  more  joy  while  seeking  to  bring 
happiness  to  others  than  we  have  known  during  all  the  other  weeks  of  the 
year  when  we  were  so  selfishly  seeking  it.  How  strange  it  is  that,  despite 
this  annual  lesson,  men  continue  to  try  to  find  joy  where  it  has  never  yet 
been  found  in  self-aggrandizement,  the  gratification  of  appetites,  following 
after  pride  and  vain  ambition,  or  attempting  to  snatch  some  advantage  from 
others.  During  this  one  week  we  lose  ourselves,  we  really  find  ourselves 
as  the  Saviour  promised,  and  in  this  discovery  we  find  enduring  satisfaction. 
We  become  servants,  voluntary  servants,  and  thereby  find  a  joy  we  have 
not  known  through  the  balance  of  the  year. 

The  compass  of  the  spirit  of  Christmas  points  constantly  towards 
others,  never  toward  ourselves,  except  to  beckon  us  into  the  realm  of  ser- 
vice and  comradeship.  The  spirit  of  Christmas  is  ever  buoyant,  never  earth- 
bound  or  grounded  by  accumulated  mundane  things.  It  soars  ever  by  the 
lifting  wings  of  love  and  distils  its  blessings  even  as  the  dews  from  heaven. 

This  richest  of  all  seasons  extends  its  joy  into  the  New  Year,  but  is 
sobering  and  humbling;  it  causes  introspection  and  self-analysis  which 
result  in  resolutions  for  future  conduct,  especially  toward  other  people. 

To  catch  the  real  meaning  of  the  "Spirit  of  Christmas"  we  need  only  to 
drop  the  last  syllable  of  the  word,  and  it  becomes  the  "Spirit  of  Christ." 
It  beckons  us  to  follow  him  and  become  worthy  of  the  blessedness  which 
he  promised  to  the  most  unlikely  people  —  the  poor  in  spirit,  the  sorrow- 
ful, the  meek,  the  seekers  after  righteousness,  the  merciful,  the  pure  in 
heart,  the  peacemakers,  and  even  the  persecuted  and  the  oppressed. 

Thus  it  is  a  blessed  spirit  available  to  all  not  alone  to  the  rich,  the 
influential,  the  heralded  or  popular.  It  may  pervade  the  humblest  cottage 
or  the  palace  of  the  king,  but  only  when  it  is  in  the  hearts  of  those  who 
live  there. 
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vi/heri    L/hnstmas    Lomes    ^ytround 

P.  F.  Freeman 

It's  a  glad  and  joyous  feeling 
Hearing  the  bells  of  Christmas  ring  .  .  . 
To  hear  the  sound  of  happy  voices 
As  the  choirs  sweet  carols  sing. 
'Tis  nice  to  watch  the  shadows  play 
Over  glistening  snow  upon  the  ground, 
To  hear  the  sound  of  sleigh  bells 
When  Christmas  comes  around. 

Oh,  how  beautiful  is  Christmas 
With  its  wreaths  and  mistletoe  .  .  . 
Gifts  neatly  stacked  beneath  a  tree, 
And  the  beauty  of  the  candle's  glow. 
How  satisfying  it  is  to  know 
That  loved  ones  are  homeward  bound, 
And  that  friends  shall  meet  again 
When  Christmas  comes  around. 

When  happy  voices  can  be  heard 
Bringing  to  the  earth  good  cheer, 
It's  the  Christmas  God  has  given  .  .  . 
The  most  beautiful  time  of  year. 
While  the  pale  moon  shines  outside, 
And  snow  blankets  the  frozen  ground, 
Logs  in  the  fireplace  add  festive  joy 
When  Christmas  comes  around. 

While  ornaments  hang  here  and  there, 
And  the  season  in  turn  is  blessed, 
As  we  look  at  things  around  us, 
There's  beauty  different  from  the  rest. 
In  wrapping  gifts  for  those  we  love, 
The  joy  of  giving  is  found  .  .  . 
For  happy  is  the  cheerful  giver 
When  Christmas  comes  around. 
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Who  are  the  Gentiles? 


by  Joseph  Fielding  Smith 


QUESTION: 


In  our  class  we  are  studying  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  and  the 
question  arose,  who  are  the  Gentiles?  There  was  a  difference  of 
opinion.  Are  the  Gentiles  of  the  blood  of  Israel?  Will  you  kindly 
inform  us? 


ANSWER: 


The  definition  in  the  "Standard  Dictionary"  of  a  Gentile  is  as  follows : 
"(1)  Among  the  Jews,  a  person  of  a  non-Jewish  race  or  faith;  one  who  is 
not  a  Jew.  (2)  Among  Christians,  one  who  is  neither  Jew  nor  Christian; 
a  pagan;  heathen.  (3)  Among  the  Mormons,  one  not  a  Mormon.  2  Gram. 
A  noun  or  an  adjective  denoting  race  or  country.  3  A  member  of  a  gens 
or  clan." 

This  definition  does  not  enlighten  us  in  relation  to  the  original  mean- 
ing, nor  does  it  accurately  fit  the  doctrine  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints.  There  are  many  races  on  the  earth  not  members  of 
the  Church  whom  the  Mormons  do  not  class  as  Gentiles.  The  Polynesians, 
the  American  Indians,  Jews,  Arabs,  and  other  races  of  Semitic  origin  who 
trace  their  lineage  back  to  Abraham  are  not  Gentiles  in  the  strict  sense 
of  the  word.  The  African  Negroes,  according  to  Mormon  teachings  are  not 
Gentiles. 

The  first  use  of  the  word  is  found  in  Genesis  10:5  in  reference  to 
the  sons  of  Japheth,  son  of  Noah,  and  reads  as  follows :  "By  these  were 
the  isles  of  the  Gentiles  divided  in  their  lands;  every  one  after  his  tongue, 
after  their  families,  in  their  nations." 

Both  Dr.  Adam  Clark  and  Dr.  Thomas  Scott,  in  their  comprehensive 
commentaries  refer  to  the  people  who  settled  in  Europe,  Asia  Minor, 
England,  the  United  States,  and  Canada,  as  being  of  the  Gentiles. 
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Original  Significance  Lost 

The  name  "Gentile"  to  great  extent  has  lost  its  original  significance. 
It  was  not  used  in  an  opprobrious  sense  and  not  in  derision  in  biblical 
times,  but  referred  to  certain  peoples  who  had  not  descended  from 
Abraham.  However,  in  the  blessing  the  Lord  gave  to  Abraham  He 
extended  favours  even  to  the  Gentiles : 

And  I  will  make  of  thee  a  great  nation,  and  I  will  bless  thee 
above  measure,  and  make  thy  name  great  among  all  nations,  and 
thou  shalt  be  a  blessing  unto  thy  seed  after  thee,  that  in  their  hands 
they  shall  bear  this  ministry  and  Priesthood  unto  all  nations; 

And  I  will  bless  them  through  thy  name;  for  as  many  as  receive 
this  Gospel  shall  be  called  after  thy  name,  and  shall  be  ciccounted  thy 
seed,  and  shall  rise  up  and  bless  thee,  as  their  father. 

Before  the  days  of  the  coming  of  Jesus  in  his  ministry  the  Jews  looked 
upon  those  not  of  their  race  as  inferior  because  they  were  not  the  seed 
of  Abraham.  They  boasted  of  their  superiority  because  they  were  of  the 
seed  of  Abraham.  When  the  Saviour  came  in  his  ministry,  he  may  have 
lent  some  colour  to  this  thought,  for  He  declared  that  He  was  sent  only 
to  the  house  of  Israel.  One  striking  example  was  his  answer  to  the  woman 
of  Canaan:  "I  am  not  sent  but  unto  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel." 
Likewise  in  the  call  of  His  apostles  He  said :  "Go  not  into  the  way  of 
the  Gentiles,  and  into  any  city  of  Samaritans  enter  yet  not:  But  go  rather 
to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel."  The  ministry  of  our  Lord  was 
confined  to  Israel,  except  in  the  special  cases  where  those  of  other  nations 
by  exceeding  faith  sought  Him  for  blessings.  After  his  resurrection  Lc 
commissioned  His  servants  to  go  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel 
to  every  creature;  thus  He  widened  the  field  to  cover  the  whole  earth.  It 
was  difficult  for  His  apostles  to  grasp  the  significance  of  this  commission, 
so  well  had  they  been  trained  in  the  thought  that  the  gospel  was  for 
Israel  only.  Following  the  conversion  of  Cornelius  their  views  concerning 
the  gospel  broadened,  and  they  went  forth  as  they  had  been  commanded 
to  do. 


The  First  Have  Become  Last 

In  the  Dispensation  of  the  Meridian  of  Time,  the  Gospel  was  first 
preached  to  the  Jews,  and  when  they  rejected  it,  then  it  was  carried  to 
the  Gentiles.  In  this  Dispensation  of  the  Fulness  of  Times,  the  Gospel 
is  first  to  the  Gentiles  and  then  is  to  go  to  the  Jews.  The  first  have  become 
last  and  the  last  first  in  this  dispensation  in  fulfilment  of  the  teachings  of 
our  Lord. 

The  ancient  prophets,  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  and  others,  understood  this 
order  and  great  promises  were  made  by  them  to  the  Gentiles.  In  the 
restoration  of  the  Gospel  in  our  day  it  came  "by  way  of  the  Gentile,"  and 
to  the  Gentile  nations  it  has  been  taught  and  by  them  it  will  be  carried 
to  the  Jews  and  the  scattered  house  of  Israel. 

Latter-day  Saints  pride  themselves  because  they  are  of  Israel;  but  they 
are  also  of  the  Gentiles.  We  are  the  descendants  of  those  members  of  the 
house  of  Israel  who  were  scattered  among  the  Gentiles  to  be  a  blessing 
to  the  Gentile  nations  and  make  them  of  the  blood  of  Israel  through  the 
Gospel.  The  scattering  of  Israel  among  the  nations  was  not  intended  merely 
as  a  punishment,  but  as  the  leaven  which  would  leaven  the  Gentile  nations 
and  make  them  of  the  blood  of  Abraham,  according  to  the  promises  given 
to  Abraham.  The  Book  of  Mormon  came  by  way  of  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith,  a  descendant  of  Ephraim,  yet  it  came  "by  way  of  the  Gentile," 
and  in  the  time  of  the  Gentiles. 
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A  Stone  I  Cast 

by  Texas  W.  Smith 

So  when  they  continued  asking  him  he  lifted  up  Himself  and 
said  unto  them,  "He  that  is  without  Sin  among  you,  let  him  first  cast 
a  stone  at  Her."  John  8  :  7 


Was  someone  this  day,  by  me  misled 
By  something  in  Passing  I  may  have  said ; 
For  deeds  and  words  we  must  atone : 
Oh  Lord,  did  I  cast  a  stone. 

Was  I  unkind  to  some  soul  I  know? 
Could  I  have  knowingly  stooped  so  low1? 
Did  I,  leave  some  soul  in  need,  alone? 
God,  forgive  me,  if  I  cast  that  stone. 

May  I,  in  Thy  service,  so  busy  be 
That  others  faults  I  shall  not  see. 
May  I,  O  Lord,  keep  near  thy  throne. 
Help  me  dear  Lord,  to  never  cast  a  stone. 

Have  I  this  day,  tried  to  do  my  best? 
Dil  I  just  do  half  or  less? 
Have  I  helped  lead  some  lost  soul  home? 
Or,  did  I  just  cast  a  stone? 

Could  I  think  only  of  my  own  plight? 

Or  did  I  help  someone  to  see  the  light? 

Did  I  forget,  and  walk  alone, 

And  cause  a  soul  to  stumble  by  a  thoughtless  stone? 

Father,  help  me  to  see  no  faults  but  mine. 
To  choose  no  way  to  go  but  Thine. 
I  pray,  dear  Father,  as  each  day  goes  past, 
That  no  soul  be  lost  by  a  stone  I  cast. 

318  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER        December,  1968 


"Fr/cen  die  Nodigheid  van  7i 
Soektog  na  die  Waarheid" 


deur  Andries  Swanepoel 


Doel:  Om  te  bewys  dat  die  eerste 
vereiste  in  'n  soektog  na  die  waar- 
heid  ons  bereidwilligheid  moet  wees 
om  te  erken  dat  ons  wel  na  die 
waarheid  soek. 

Waarom?  Hoekom  soek  ons  die 
waarheid?  Van  al  die  take  in  ons 
lewe,  is  die  een  waar  ons  na  die 
waarheid  soek,  die  belangrikste.  Baie 
van  die  teregwysings  wat  deur 
Christus  gegee  is,  het  in  een  of 
ander  vorm  te  doen  gehad  met  ons 
strewe  na  hierdie  groot  skat.  Toe 
Hy  gese  het :  .Julie  sal  die  waar- 
heid ken,  en  die  waarheid  sal  julle 
vry  maak."  Het  Hy  'n  aanduiding 
gegee  van  die  belangrikheid  daarvan 
om  die  waarheid  te  ken.  En  wie 
van  julle  wat  ernstig  en  gelowig  is, 
kan  die  verantwoordelikheid  wat 
deur  hierdie  bevel  gei'mpliseer  word 
ontvlug :  Joh.  5 :  39.  „ Julie  onder- 
soek  die  Skrifte,  omdat  julle  meen 
dat  julle  daarin  die  ewige  lewe  het, 
en  dit  is   die  wat  van   My  getuig." 

Die  ewige  lewe  word  alleen 
moontlik  wanneer  ons  die  voile 
waarheid  besit.  Die  waarheid  kom 
nie  na  ons  deur  gemaklik  en  houtge- 
rus  te  sit  en  wag  dat  dit  aan  ons  op- 
gedis  word  nie  as  't  ware  op  'n 
skinkbord  na  ons  aangedra  word 
nie.  Dit  kom  alleen  deur  ywerige, 
geduldige,  daadwerklike  en  getroue 
soek  en  studie  daarvoor. 

Die  erkenning  van  ons  gedurige 
behoefte  is  uiters  noodsaaklik  in 
die  lewe  van  elke  HeiHge  van  die 
Laaste  Dae.  Deur  dit  nie  eers  te  er- 
ken nie,  kan  ons  die  reddende  krag 
van  die  waarheid,  nooit  in  ons  lewe 
werklikheid  laat  word  nie. 

1.  Die  Evangelie  is  die  Plan  .ot 
Redding. 

Waar  sal  ons  begin  om  die  Red- 
dende krag  van  die  waarheid  te 
soek?  Ons  kan  dit  nie  vind  in  die 
Wetenskap  of  Kunste  of  filosofie 
nie,  hoe  goed  die  ookal  in  hulle 
verskillende  afdelings  is,  maar  Hewer 


in  die  Plan  van  Redding  soos  neer- 
gele  in  die  Evangelie  van  Christus. 
Hierin  is  die  uiteindelike  waarheid; 
hierin  is  die  doel  van  ons  soektog. 

2.  Mens  kan  nie  in  onkunde  ge- 
red  word  nie. 

Wat  'n  geweldige  indruk  het  die 
verklaring  van  Joseph  Smith  nie 
op  die  wereld  gemaak  nie :  „Dit  is 
onmoontlik  vir  'n  mens  om  in  on- 
kunde gered  te  word."  (D.  &  C. 
131:6). 

Nou  is  die  groot  vraag :  Wie  van 
ons  weet  dat  ons  onkundig  is?  Ons 
kan  nie  van  ons  onkunde  bewus 
wees  voordat  ons  nie  'n  ernstige 
poging  aangewend  het  om  'n  dring- 
ende  soektog  na  die  waarheid  op 
tou  te  sit  nie.  Dan  alleen  sal  ons 
ontdek  dat  ons  onkundig  is  en  wel 
in  hoe  'n  mate.  Dit  is  ook  dan  dat 
ons  sal  erken  dat  ons  'n  behoefte 
het  om  ons  onkunde  in  kennis  om 
te  skep,  deur  dit  te  vervang  met 
die  waarheid  van  die  Evangelie. 

Laat  horn  wat  onkundig  is,  wys- 
heid  leer  deur  homself  nederig  te 
maak  en  die  naam  van  die  Here  Sy 
God  aanroep,  sodat  sy  oe  kan  oop- 
gaan  dat  hy  mag  sien  en  sy  ore  oop 
sodat  hy  mag  hoor.  (D.  &  C.  136: 
32). 

3.  Die  Eer  van  God  is  intelligen- 
sie. 

Die  teenmiddel  vir  onkunde  is  die 
behoorlike  gebruik  van  intelligen- 
sie.  As  dit  van  enige  waarde  moet 
wees,  dan  moet  dit  gerig  wees  on 
die  ontwikkelins  van  'n  goeie  doel. 
Die  grootste  doel  waarvoor  ons 
ons  intelligensie  kan  insp^n  is  om 
na  die  waarheid  te  soek.  Die  groot 
waarheid  van  die  Evangelie  wat  die 
mensdom  van  sv  onkunde  en  Ver- 
derf  moet  red.  Maar  laat  ek  her- 
haal,  dit  moet  intelligensie  wees  wat 
aktief  pan  die  werk  is.  Die  Here 
verag  die  luiaard  en  die  slaptrek- 
ker,  maar  die  een  wat  sy  beste  doen 
en   bedrywig    is,    word   goedgekeur. 
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Kan  ons  vir  een  oomblik  dink  dat 
die  Heerlikheid  van  God  bereik  is 
op  "n  lamlendige  of  halfhartige 
manier?  Hoe  kan  ons  dan  hoop  om 
enige  graad  van  heerlikheid  te  be- 
reik sonder  die  daadwerklike  aan- 
wending  van  intelligensie  in  die 
hoop  om  die  groot  waarheid  te  ont- 
dek?  Indien  ons  nie  in  die  poging 
slaag  nie,  sal  ons  beslis  eendag  ons 
fout  agterkom  en  dan  sal  ons  ons- 
self  veroordeel  vir  ons  nalatigheid 
in  die  verband.  Deur  ons  intelligen- 
sie wyslik  te  gebruik  in  die  ernstige 
soektog  na  die  ewige  waarheid  ver- 
vul  ons  ons  plig  teenoor  onsself. 

B.  Ontvvikkeling  van  die  Brein  in 
die  soektog  na  die  Waarheid. 

1.  Eienskap  van  Denke  nodig  vir 
Ontwikkeling. 

Harmonie  met  die  Gees  van  God 
in  die  uitvoering  van  enige  geeste- 
like  taak,  is  die  hoogste  behoefte. 
Hierdie  illustrasie  is  gegee  in  die 
openbaring  aan  Joseph  Smith  vir 
die  Ouderlinge  van  die  Kerk,  in 
Kirtland,  September  11,  1831,  toe 
'n  aantal  van  hulle  voorbereidings 
gemaak  het  vir  'n  reis  Weswaarts  na 
die  land  van  Zion,  om  dit  te  beset. 
Die  Openbaring  lui  soos  volg: 
,.Voorwaar  die  Here  het  die  hart 
en  'n  gewillige  verstand  nodig;  en 
die  e.ewilliges  en  gehoorsames  sal 
die  rroeie  eet  in  die  land  van  Zion 
in  die  laaste  dae.  Die  rebelle  sal 
afgesny  word  uit  die  land  van  Zion. 
en  sal  weggestuur  word  en  hulle  sal 
nie  die  land  erf  nie."  Die  onwilliee 
of  rebelse  verstand  kan  nie  homself 
in  harmonic  bring  met  die  doelstel- 
hnps  van  Hie  Here  nie.  Daarom  snv 
hy  homself  af  van  die  bron  van  al'e 
waarheid.  Die  gewillige  verstand  is 
weer  ontvanklik  vir  toegang  tot  die 
bron  van  waarheid. 

En  weer  se  die  Here:  „Voor- 
waar!  Heilig  julle  dat  julle  verstand 
kan  enkel  word  tot  God,  en  die  dag 
sal  kom  dat  iulle  Horn  sal  sien; 
want  Hy  sal  Sv  aangesig  aan  mile 
ontbloot,  en  dit  sal  in  Sv  eie  tyd 
wees  en  in  Sy  eie  manier,  en  vol- 
gens  Sy  eie  wil." 

Hier  is  dan  die  implikasie  dat  ons 
verstand  suiwer  moet  wees  en  inge- 
stel  op  die  dinge  van  God  met  'n 
enkelheid  van  doel  as  ons  Horn  goed 
wil  ken  om  Horn  weer  te  sien. 
Voorwaar!   Ons  kan  dit  nie  doen  as 


ons  nie  die  kennis  van  die  waarheid 
aangaande  Horn  het  nie. 

Aan  die  Ouderlinge  wat  van  hulle 
sending  terugkeer  na  die  Oostelike 
State  in  1832,  gee  die  Here  hierdie 
openbaring  deur  Sy  profeet  Joseph 
Smith,  as  volg:  ..Want  Ek  sal  julle 
van  julle  sonde  vergewe  met  hierdie 
Bevel :  dat  julle  standvastig  bly  in 
julle  verstand  in  die  plegtigheid  en 
die  gees  van  die  gebed,  in  julle  ge- 
tuienis  aan  die  hele  wereld  van  die 
dinge  wat  aan  julle  oorgedra  is." 

Sy  lyk  die  soort  verstand  wat  no- 
dig  is  as  ons  na  die  waarheid  wil 
streef.  Dit  is  ten  eerste  'n  gewillige 
verstand  met  'n  enkelheid  van 
strewe :  een  wat  standvastig  is  in  die 
n'egtigheid  en  die  gees  van  die  ge- 
bei;  een  wat  nederig,  suiwer  en  vol 
ge'oof  is  in  die  Here;  een  wat  wak- 
ker,  aktief  en  ondersoekend  is. 

As  ons  terug  kyk  deur  die  blaaie 
van  die  geskiedenis  heen.  dan  sien 
ons  dat  die  manne  van  God  sulke 
verstand  gehad  het.  Hulle  gedagtes 
was  oop  en  ontvanklik  en  hulle 
kon  die  waarheid  behels  en  hulle 
eie  maak  wapneer  hulle  daarmee 
in  aanraking  kom.  Dit  sal  met  ons 
ook  so  wees  in  hierdie  dae;  ons 
gedagtes  moet  so  wees  dat  ons  ten 
eerste  kan  erken  dat  ons  die  waar- 
heid nodig  het  en  'n  drang  het  om 
daarna  te  soek.  Tweedens  moet  ons 
so  ingestel  wees  dat  ons  die  indruk- 
ke  van  die  waarheid  kan  ontvang. 

2.  Hoe  kan  ons  die  verstand  ver- 
beter. 

Om  slegs  die  eienskanpe  van  'n 
ontvanklike  verstand  te  he.  wat  die 
waarheid  kan  ontvang  is  nie  genoeg 
nie.  Ernstige  pogings  moet  aange- 
wend  word  om  die  taak  uit  te  voer. 
En  die  ernstige  pogings  moet  in  die 
regte  manier  aangewend  word.  Ons 
moet  nie  in  nuttelose  argumente  be- 
trokke  raak  nie,  soos  wat  die  geval 
in  die  dae  van  skolastiek  was.  Ons 
onthou  nog  die  klassieke  geval  toe 
nrobeer  bewys  is  hoeveel  Engele  op 
'n  naald  kon  staan  net  of  dit  nou 
van  belang  was  in  fundamentele  be- 
grip.  Van  sulke  onvrugbare  gebruik 
van  ons  fakulteite,  word  ons  ge- 
dwinp;  om  te  yerstaan  dat  die  skolas- 
tiek 'n  groter  liefde  gehad  het  vir 
sillogistiese  redenasies  en  metafisiese 
spekulasie  as  die  fundamentele  waar- 
heid.   Wanneer    redenasie    die    plek 
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inneem  van  openbaring,  soos  dit  in 
die  donker  middeleeue  die  geval  was, 
bly  die  waarheid  verborge. 

Die  Here  het  die  weg  aan  ons  ge- 
toon  hoe  om  behoorlike  gebruik  te 
maak  van  ons  denke,  sowel  as  die 
gehalte  van  ons  denke.  Hy  het  ge- 
se;  en  die  wereld  weier  nog  steeds 
Sy  teregwysing : 

„Maar  soek  eers  die  koninkryk 
van  God  en  Sy  geregtigheid,  en  al 
hierdie  dinge  sal  vir  julle  bygevoeg 
word."  (Materie  en  aardse  goedere). 

En  nogmaals  se  Hy  in  ons  laaste 
dae: 

,.Kom  nader  na  My  toe  en  Ek 
sal  naderkom  aan  julle;  Soek  My 
ywerig  en  julle  sal  My  vind;  vra 
en  dit  sal  vir  julle  gegee  word;  klop 
aan  en  dit  sal  vir  julle  oopgemaak 
word;  soek  ywerig  en  leer  mekaar 
woorde  van  wysheid;  ja!  soek  die 
beste  boeke  en  leer  woorde  van 
wysheid;  soek  geleerdheid,  deur 
studie  en  ook  deur  geloof." 

Dit  is  die  geestelike  aspek  waar- 
volgens  die  verstand  werk  wat  die 
meeste  tel.  Ondersoekend  aktief,  met 
gebed  en  geloof  in  die  hart,  sal  die 
verstand  'n  kort  pad  vind  na  die  be- 
geerde  doelstellings.  En  gelei  deur 
inspirasie  wat  deur  gebed  en  geloof 
verkry  is,  sal  die  waarheid  dan  ge- 
redelik  kom  na  die  wat  daarna  soek. 

C.  Beloning  van  'n  soekende  ver- 
stand. 

Dit  was  'n  soekende  verstand  wat 
Moses  na  die  berg  Sinai  gelei  het 
om  die  wil  van  die  Here  te  leer  aan- 
gaande  sy  volk,  die  Israeliete.  Die 
beloning?  Daardie  geestelike  konsti- 
tisie,  waarvolgens  duisende  geslagte 
nou  al  leef  en  hulle  eerste  insig  ge- 
kry  het  van  die  natuur  van  God  en 
Sy  wee  met  die  mensdom.  Dit  was 
'n  profetiese  openbaring  aangaande 
die  toekoms  van  sy  eie  geslag  en 
die  toekoms  van  latere  geslagte. 
Soos  die  geval  met  Lehi  was.  so 
ook  was  dit  met  Neohi  en  nog  baie 
ander  profete  na  hulle.  Volgens 
hulle  geloof  en  die  erns  van  hul 
gebed  en  die  soek  na  die  waarheid. 
het  die  Here  Sy  wil  aan  hulle  ge- 
openbaar.  aangaande  hulleself  en 
hulle  mense. 


Hierdie  is  nie  die  enigste  gevalle 
nie.  Wat  nog  van  Jesaja,  Joel,  Jere- 
miah, Ezekiel  en  die  getroue  Daniel 
en  nog  baie  andere,  wat  reeds  heen- 
gegaan  het  en  aan  die  geslagte  wat 
na  hulle  kom,  belangrike  leerstel- 
lings  aangaande  die  wee  van  die 
Here  kon  oordra  as  beloning  vir 
hulle  ernstige  soekende  gedagtes. 
Hulle  het  almal  die  behoefte  erken 
om  te  soek  na  die  waarheid  en  het 
standvastig  in  die  geloof  gebly. 

Laat  ek  net  nog  een  geval  noem. 
Dit  is  ons  eie  Joseph  Smith.  Die 
intensiteit  van  sy  drang,  sy  enkel- 
heid  van  doel,  sy  onfeilbare  geloof 
het  horn  gelei  om  die  waarheid  te 
soek  soos  nog  niemand  dit  ooit  te- 
vore  of  daarna  gedoen  het  nie.  En 
die  beloning  van  sy  soektog  was  dan 
ook  ongeewenaar  in  sy  tyd  en  deur 
alle  tye.  Omring  deur  dwaalleringe 
van  sy  tyd,  het  hy  nogtans  'n  diepe 
insig  in  die  natuur  en  wee  van  sy 
God  gekry,  wat  nie  deur  enig- 
iemand  van  sy  geslag  of  die  geslagte 
deur  die  donker  eeue  van  dwaling, 
ondervind  is  nie.  Deur  ons  verstand 
te  disiplineer  en  die  instruksies  van 
die  Here  na  te  volg,  sal  ons  ook  in 
'n  mate  dieselfde  insigte  van  Joseph 
Smith  en  die  ander  profete  kan 
ondervind.  Die  Here  sal  ons  gedul- 
dige  strewe  beloon  volgens  die  mate 
van  ons  kapasiteit,  want  Hy  is  geen 
aansiener  van  die  persoon  nie.  Dit 
is  'n  heilige  feit  dat  Hy  wel  die  ware 
soekende  verstand  beloon  met  insig 
in  Sy  natuur  en  Sy  wee  en  Sy  doel 
met  ons. 

Die  Heiliges  van  die  Laaste  Dae 
behoort  meer  as  enigiemand  anders 
te  waardeer  dat  daar  'n  nodigheid 
is  om  te  soek  na  die  waarheid.  Die 
waarheid  van  die  Evangelie  bring  vir 
ons  saligheid  en  ewige  lewe  in  die 
Koninkryk  van  God.  Die  rede  vir 
hierdie  waardering  le  in  die  leer- 
stelling  van  die  mens  se  ewige  voor- 
uitgang.  In  ooreenstemming  met 
hierdie  leerstelling  en  met  open- 
baringe  wat  aan  horn  gegee  is,  het 
die  profeet  Joseph  Smith  'n  orde 
van  onderrig  ontwikkel  waaruit  die 
groot  teenswoordige  plan  van  die 
Kerk  ontplooi  het  —  'n  organisasie 
wat  deur  die  Priesterskap  bestuur 
en  ondersteun  word. 

(Vervolg  op  bladsy  333) 
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oJitt    (bight 

Garnett  Ann  Schutlz 

It  seems  that  Christmas  morning 
Takes  the  longest  time  to  come, 
As  though  the  hours  will  never  pass 
To  say  the  night  is  done. 
However  hard  we  try  to  sleep 
We're  still  so  wide  awake  .  .  . 
But  Mom  so  very  firmly  states, 
"You  can't  get  up  till  eight ..." 

We  listen  in  our  tiny  beds 

And  wish  the  hours  away 

Just  waiting  for  the  mantel  clock 

To  tell  it's  Christmas  Day. 

It   should   be   Christmas   morning  now, 

It  seems  so  very  late 

But  all  our  pleading  ends  the  same  .  .  . 

We'll  have  to  wait  till  eight. 

Now  Mom  and  Dad  don't  understand 
How  quiet  we  could  be, 
And  not  disturb  their  sleep  at  all 
Just  playing  noiselessly. 
I'm  sure  that  Santa  wouldn't  mind 
The  little  peek  we'd  take  .  .  . 
It's  really  such  a  waste  of  time 
To  have  to  sleep  till  eight. 

It  seems  to  me  that  grown-up  folks 
Make  such  an  awful  fuss; 
You'd  think  they'd  be  more  curious 
And  anxious  just  like  us, 
Instead  of  sticking  to  the  rules 
On  such  a  special  date. 
It  seems  a  million  years  somehow, 
On  Christmas  morn  .  .  .  till  eight. 
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CHURCH  TRANSLATOR  VISITS  S.A. 

Brother  John  E.  Carr,  representing  the  Presiding  Bishopric  and  the 
Church  Translation  Committee,  visited  South  Africa  from  November  19 
to  November  25.  His  purpose  was  to  organize  the  translation  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon  into  the  Afrikaans  language.  Brother  Carr  travels  world-wide 
organizing  translations  of  many  languages.  He  has  just  spent  two  years 
in  Europe  working  in  the  various  missions  there.  Although  not  personally 
proficient  in  all  the  languages,  Brother  Carr  assists  the  translation  by 
making  certain  that  the  translation  is  done  in  a  proper  manner.  Because 
the  Book  of  Mormon  is  the  "keystone  to  our  religion,"  and  contains  the 
"fulness  of  the  gospel,"  it  is  imperative  that  it  be  translated  accurately  to 
retain  the  finer  points  of  doctrine. 

To  insure  this,  Brother  Carr  first  checks  the  qualifications  of  the 
translators,  to  be  sure  that  they  are  fully  schooled  and  competent  in  both 
languages.  Brother  Johann  Brummer  has  been  appointed  the  Language 
Coordinator  for  the  South  African  Mission.  Under  Brother  Brummer's 
direction,  the  work  of  the  translators  will  be  reviewed  by  members  of 
the  Church,  to  make  certain  that  the  doctrine  of  the  book  is  preserved  in 
the  translation.  It  is  hoped  that  the  translation  can  be  completed  within 
six  months.  Brother  Carr  came  to  South  Africa  at  the  request  of  the 
Church  Translation  Department,  with  the  approval  of  the  First  Presidency, 
which  is  acting  on  the  recommendation  of  Elder  Marion  G.  Romney  that 
the  translation  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  into  Afrikaans  be  completed  as 
soon  as  possible. 


The  finest,  most  noble  thing  we  can  give  the 
Saviour  is  to  serve  him.  The  blessing  to  an  indivi- 
dual is  no  greater  for  serving  a  man  of  lowly  stature 
than  for  serving  Christ  himself.  Not  everyone  could 
possibly  have  an  equal  opportunity  to  serve  Christ 
personally  and  directly  except  by  this  provision  for 
serving  another  instead.  The  lesson  is  to  serve 
faithfully  and  diligently  in  any  capacity  to  which 
one  might  be  called,  whether  it  be  home  teaching, 
preparing  a  talk,  or  going  on  a  full  time  mission. 

— Sullivan  C.  Richardson 


December,  1968        CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER  323 


MIA 

AND  THE 

FASTBACKS 

By  John  Randolph  Ayre 


Wow!  Check  those  action-packed  young  men  in  today's  MIA.  Seems 
like  the  best  way  to  describe  them  is  by  likening  them  to  one  of  these  new 
Fastback  sports  cars.  The  boys  might  not  appreciate  being  likened  to  a  car, 
but  they  sure  have  a  lot  in  common  — ■  they're  both  supercharged,  powerful, 
and  can  be  a  bit  destructive  if  out  of  control. 

What  are  our  Fastbacks  like?  Well,  like  all  good  cars,  our  MIA 
Fastbacks  need  a  fine  body  by  Fisher,  our  Fastbacks  come  outfitted  with 
the  finest  bodies  available  — ■  bodies  that  come  as  a  result  of  having  goodly 
parents.  Needless  to  say,  a  body  isn't  everything.  Our  Fastbacks  need  a 
finished,  functional  interior.  This  is  the  job  of  home  and  school  —  to 
carefully  outfit  our  young  Fastbacks  with  the  type  of  interior  that  can 
take  the  bumps  and  jars  along  the  road  of  life. 

Of  course,  having  the  most  stylish  body  and  best-designed  interior  in 
the  world  isn't  much  good  unless  you  have  a  power  plant  up  in  the 
hood  capable  of  separating  our  Fastbacks  from  the  popular  sports  cars 
on  today's  highways. 

The  Church  has  solved  this  by  tooling  the  power  of  the  priesthood  into 
our  young  Fastbacks.  We  also  feature  Word  of  Wisdom  filters  and  seminary 
suspension.  Standard  safety  equipment  includes  heavy-duty  parental  sup- 
port with  bishop  and  teacher  reinforcers  to  take  the  pressure  off  overhead 
valves  and  cams.  It's  no  wonder  that  with  this  quality-built  church  motor 
we're  able  to  give  unconditional  warranty  in  place  of  the  usual  5-year 
50,000  mile  ones. 

Trouble  with  our  quality-built  Fastbacks  at  this  point  is  that  they 
lack  one  thing  —  they  haven't  been  thoroughly  tested.  This  is  where  MIA 
comes  in.  Here's  the  Church's  proving  ground.  MIA  takes  these  spanking 
new  Fastbacks  off  the  assembly  line  and  runs  them  over  one  of  the  best 
practical  experience  courses  in  the  world.  Here  is  a  course  that  lets  our 
Fastbacks  test  themselves.  The  bonus  feature  on  the  course  is  that  we  have 
our  own  tow  trucks  and  pit  men  stationed  along  the  way  to  help  iron  out 
any  final  factory  bugs.  (A  lot  of  other  proving  grounds,  such  as  school 
buddies  or  fraternity  men,  don't  help  out  when  a  bug  develops;  they  just 
leave  you  for  the  wrecker  or  salvage  heap.) 

MIA  challenges  our  young  Fastbacks  to  give  this  tough  course  a 
real  try.  Start  out  by  tackling  Scout  valley.  You  can  zip  through  this 
while  building  up  steam  for  Explorer-Ensign  summit.  Just  watch  out  for 
some  of  the  hairpin  turns  along  the  way.  Then  there's  M  Man  pass.  Don't 
let  your  motor  idle  now,  for  soon  you  will  be.  heading  down  mission 
straightway.  As  you  can  see,  MIA  is  a  great  course  for  today's  young 
men.  Here's  a  first-rate  proving  and  testing  ground  geared  to  handle  all 
the  action  the  Fastbacks  can  dish  out.  If  you  don't  believe  it,  go  on  down 
to  your  local  MIA  this  week  for  a  free  test  run. 
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Many    qualities    combine    to    make    a    good 
j^  leader,  but  two  qualities  stand  above  all  others 

__■  in  the  truly  admirable  leader. 

■"■  One  is  the  courage  of  integrity,  the  courage 

WJ  to  be  unceasingly  true  to  one's  convictions,  the 

courage   to   believe  so   strongly   in   right   prin- 
ciples that  one  lives  privately  and  publicly  by 
these  principles,  speaks  true  to  them,  and  gov- 
erns  at  all  times  in  harmony  with  them. 
M  The  other  is   that  beautiful  combination  of 

mmr  humility  and  tact  which  makes  everyone  aware 

**  that  the  leader  to  be  admired  loves  God,  loves 

gk  truth,    and    loves    people    —   that   he   has    an 

understanding  regard  for  the  sacred  worth  of 
every  human  personality.  Even  as  the  strength 
of  truth  is  greater  than  the  strength  of  false- 
hood, so  that  leadership  of  love  is  greater  than 
fB  the  leadership  of  fear.  The  power  that  lifts  up 

YY  a  human  soul  is  greater  than  the  power  that 

U  crushes  it  down. 

Jk  If  one  has  the  first  quality  of  strong  con- 

"^  victions,  but  lacks  the  second  quality  of  hum- 

Jj  ility  and   love  and  tact,   he  may  be  a   strong 

_  leader  but  will  not  be  a  good  leader.  He  will 

M  rule  through  the  power  of  fear  and  the  posi- 

tion of  his  office  rather  than  through  the  power 
of  love  and  the  nobility  of  his  character.  If  one 


T 


W  has   the   second   quality  of  humility   and  love 

■*  and   tact,   but  not   the   first  quality   of  strong 

Mf  and    assertive    convictions,    he    may    be    liked 

_,  and    even    loved,    but   he   will    be    a    follower 

,3  rather  than  a  leader. 

Both  qualities  are  essential  for  ideal  leader- 
ship. 

To  say  all  of  this   is,  of  course,  merely  to 
Qh  repeat   in   new  words   what  was   advanced   so 

"  clearly  by  Joseph  Smith  more  than  a  hundred 

B?  years  ago : 

"Behold,  there  are  many  called,  but  few  are 
chosen."  And  why  are  they  not  chosen? 

Because  their  hearts  are  set  so  much  upon 
the  things  of  this  world,  and  aspire  to  the 
honours  of  men,  that  they  do  not  learn  this 
one  lesson  — 

"That  the   rights   of  the   priesthood   are   in- 
J^  separably  connected  with  the  powers  of  heaven, 

mr*  and  that  the  powers  of  heaven  cannot  be  con- 

Mw  trolled  nor  handled  only  upon  the  principles  of 

JE»  righteousness  .  .  . 

'  "We  have  learned  by  sad  experience  that  it 

_/$  is  the  nature  and  disposition  of  almost  all  men, 

^  as  soon  as  they  get  a  little  authority,  as  they 

»5  suppose,  they  will  immediately  begin  to  exer- 

mw  cise  unrighteous  dominion  .   .   . 

•«■  "No  power  or  influence  can  or  ought  to  be 

W  maintained  by  virtue  of  the  priesthood  only  by 

■*  persuasion,  by  long-suffering,  by  gentleness  and 

MB  meekness,   and   bv   love  unfeigned!    (D.   &  C. 

121:   34-36,  39,  41.) 
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S.A.  MISSION 


HIGHLIGHTS 

Cumorak's  Message  of  You 

Elder  Brian  L.  Anderson,  Section  Editor 


EAST  LONDON 


Has  Fantasy  Flight 

Reported  by  Naomi  Raubenheimer 


On  Saturday,  September  28,  about 
50  members  attended  the  MIA 
"Fantasy  Flight"  at  the  Chapel.  On 
arrival,  passengers  for  the  flight 
were  welcomed  by  "Captain"  Ralph 
Corrigan  and  his  two  lovely  air 
hostesses,  Sisters  Antoinette  van 
Heerden  and  Diane  Human.  When 
all  passengers  were  settled,  our  cap- 
tain took  his  seat  at  the  "controls" 
and  showed  us  some  films  which 
took  us  on  the  weirdest  of  journeys. 
"Interval"  soon  arrived  and  passen- 
gers were  served  refreshments  which 
they  had  purchased  with  their  air 
tickets. 

At  a  Sacrament  Meeting  on  Octo- 
ber 13,  members  enjoyed  the  spe- 
cial youth  programme  very  much. 
The  theme  was  "I  Am  a  Child  of 
God"  and  all  the  speakers  were  of 
the  younger  set.  This  was  the  first 

BELLVILLE 

Have  M-Men  Gleaner  Week 

Reported  by  Dorathea  E.  A.  Storey 

For  the  first  time  in  a  number  of  years  the  M-Men  and  Gleaner  class 
held  an  M-Men  and  Gleaner  week.  This  programme  commenced  with  a 
fireside  at  the  home  of  Sister  Jakins  on  Sunday  evening,  October  6.  The 
main  speaker  was  District  President  G.  Meyer.  On  Monday  evening  they 
enjoyed  an  evening  of  fun  and  games  at  MIA.  Tuesday  evening  was  devoted 
to  a  "hate  parade"  when  each  class  member  brought  along  with  them, 
his  or  her  favourite  hate  record.  The  following  evening  was  given  over 
to  a  scavenger  hunt,  which  turned  out  to  be  a  roaring  success. 

On  the  public  holiday.  October  10,  the  class  went  picnicing  to  Cape 
Point  and  ended  with  a  braaivleis  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
McKinnon.  This  enjoyable  week  came  to  an  end  with  a  swimming  party 
on  Saturday  afternoon  and  a  lovely  sunrise  testimony  meeting  on  the  top 
of  Tygerberg  Hill  on  Sunday  morning. 


of  a  series  of  programmes  being 
introduced  by  the  Branch  Presidency 
in  order  to  create  greater  interest  at 
Sacrament  meetings  in  the  future. 
It  is  planned  to  introduce  variety 
and  induce  maximum  participation. 
Some  of  the  meetings  envisioned 
will  be:  (1)  Family  Programmes, 
which  will  be  meetings  where  all 
the  speakers  are  from  one  family 
and  will  select  their  own  theme;  (2) 
Special  Programmes,  with  Sunday 
School,  youth.  Relief  Societv,  and 
Priesthood  themes;  (3)  Request  Pro- 
grammes, where  various  members 
will  be  asked  to  select  the  speakers. 
It  is  hoped  to  have  musical  rendi- 
tions and  choir  numbers  more  reg- 
ularly in  the  future. 

Our  cake  sale  this  month   raised 
R20  for  the  building  fund. 
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We  congratulate  our  young  brothers  and  sisters  for  a  very  successful 
week,  and  our  thanks  go  to  Sister  Alice  Siems,  the  class  president  who 
did  all  the  organizing.  The  week  also  helped  to  strengthen  and  unite  an 
already  strong  and  united  group  of  men  and  women. 

Another  highlight  of  the  month  was  the  "Spring  Sing".  This  was 
indeed  a  wonderful  evening  of  music,  both  serious  and  humorous.  Certific- 
ates were  presented  to  the  winners  in  each  group.  The  judges  were 
Brother  Gordon  Terblanche  of  Mowbray,  and  Brother  Marten  Keuning 
of  Springs.  The  certificate  for  the  most  humorous  went  to  the  Mutual 
Study  Class,  represented  by  Sister  Alma  Kosciuch  and  Brothers  Goosen 
and  Galloway.  They  had  the  audience  in  fits  of  laughter  with  their  rendi- 
tion of  the  song  "I  am  Sixteen,  Going  on  Seventeen.''  The  certificate  for 
the  best  group  was  won  by  the  M-Men  and  Gleaners,  who  rendered  two 
numbers,  one  written  and  composed  by  Sister  Winnie  Smith. 

The  certificate  for  the  best  singing  blend  went  to  Brother  and  Sister 
Winston  McKinnon  for  their  performance  of  "Horsie  and  the  Railroad." 


MOWBRAY 


Auxiliaries  Active 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 


Primary  held  a  "Children's 
Friend"  Festival  on  October  1 1 . 
This  was  very  well  attended  and  the 
parents  were  shown  just  what  the 
youngsters  are  learning  on  Wednes- 
day afternoons.  Of  course,  it  was 
also  to  boost  the  use  of  the  "Chil- 
dren's Friend"  magazine  in  the 
homes  of  the  Primary  children.  This 
is  a  very  valuable  teacher. 

The  M-Men  and  Gleaners  Class 
gave  a  treat  to  some  of  the  older 
members  of  the  Branch  on  October 
12.  They  called  for  their  guests  and 
took  them  for  a  drive  along  the 
new  Strandfontein  Road.  A  halt  was 
made  on  one  of  the  headlands  for 
refreshments.  Everyone  enjoyed  the 
outing,  and  the  gesture  of  the  young 
people  was  greatly  appreciated.  It 
was  an  afternoon  of  glorious  sun- 
shine and  the  views  across  the  ocean 
were  truly  magnificent. 

Sisters  Joyce  Bester  and  Gloria 
Fourie  were  responsible  for  the  very 
enjoyable  "Hobo  Dance"  which  was 
held  on  October  18.  Tramps  of  all 
ages,  sizes,  and  of  both  sexes  ap- 
peared in  the  recreation  hall.  It 
must  have  been  a  hard  task  for  the 
judges  to  decide  which  was  the  fun- 
niest. The  prizes  were  won  by  Bro- 
ther Bob  Burke,  Sister  Joan  Jefferies 
and  Sister  Agnes  Hubert. 

On  October  29,  MIA  had  a  "Hob- 
by Night".  The  various  exhibits  were 


most  attractively  and  artistically  dis- 
played. There  is  plenty  of  talent  in 
the  Branch  and  also  a  fine  sense  of 
"collecting". 

The  Relief  Society  had  a  demon- 
stration of  rug-making  on  October 
17.  This  was  sponsored  by  the  Wool 
Board.  Many  types  of  rugs  were 
shown,  and  the  history  of  rug-mak- 
ing proved  to  be  as  interesting  as  the 
articles  on  display. 

Work  meetings  were  held  on  each 
Tuesday  morning  during  October 
in  order  to  complete  the  articles 
for  the  Bazaar.  One  whole  morn- 
ing was  devoted  to  the  making  of 
paper  flowers  for  decoration.  It  is 
surprising  to  see  how  agile  the  fin- 
gers of  the  sisters  are  getting  in 
this  type  of  work. 

The  Relief  Society  also  held  an 
"Apron  Parade"  of  aprons  made 
by  the  sisters  for  sale  at  the  Baz- 
aar. The  award  for  prettiest  went  to 
Sister  Antoinette  Macfarlane,  and 
the  prize  for  most  original  went  to 
Sister  Valerie  Hubert.  The  quality 
of  the  work  was  excellent. 

Congratulations  to  the  Fullard 
family  on  the  birth  of  a  little  boy. 

Welcome  to  Brother  Rocco  de 
Villiers  and  his  wife,  who  are  on 
an  extended  visit  from  Canada.  They 
were  accompanied  by  her  parents, 
who  have  since  returned  to  Canada. 
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DURBAN 

Holds  Car  Rally 

Reported  by  Veronica  Doller 

Kruger  Day  dawned  bright  and  clear  for  our  car  rally,  which  was 
organized  by  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood.  The  navigators  had  tricky  clues 
and  much  guessing,  while  the  skilful  drivers  were  challenged  with  difficult 
tests.  First  prize  was  won  by  President  C.  H.  Spear,  with  our  District 
President.  President  W.  P.  Randall  taking  2nd  prize. 

Excitement  is  mounting  as  the  Relief  Society  sisters  work  with  much 
enthusiasm  for  their  forthcoming  fete.  After  the  theft  of  almost  R200.00 
worth  of  goods,  it  is  gratifying  to  see  so  much  being  made  for  the  fete. 

MIA  is  busy  rehearsing  a  three  act  play  "Something's  Gotta  Go," 
which  will  be  presented  on  November  29.  On  October  1,  our  music  direc- 
tor, Sister  LeVerne  Wiblin,  organized  a  most  enjoyable  "Spring  Sing," 
which  was  a  branch  affair.  The  "hard  luck"  prize  went  to  the  Laurel  class 
for  their  rendition  of  "I'm  a  Bow-legged  Elder,"  while  Sister  Judy  Holland 
won  the  much  sought  after  first  prize  —  Howling  Herman. 

Primary  had  their  share  of  fun  this  month  v/ith  a  Daddy-date.  Games 
were  played,  and  songs  were  sung.  Supper  was  served  with  delicious  par- 
feits  to  round  off  what  was  a  thoroughly  enjoyable  afternoon. 

The  Durban  Branch  was  very  proud  when  Brothers  Lindsay  Wiblin, 
Chappie  Winstanley,  and  Sheridan  Jakins  were  selected  from  our  M-Men 
team  to  represent  Natal  at  the  South  African  Basketball  championships, 
recently  held  in  Johannesburg. 

A  warm  welcome  is  extended  to  Brother  and  Sister  Jeff  Travis  who 
hail  from  Australia.  We  hope  they  will  settle  here  in  Durban. 


PIETERMARITZBURG 

Holds  Surprise  Birthday  Party 

Reported  by  Connie   de   Bruin 

A  very  successful   cake   sale   was  The  most  surprised  Elder  in  the 

held  at  the  Chapel,  which  was  well  mission  was  Elder  Harper,  when,  on 

supported.      The      proceeds      were  the     Saturday     following     his     21st 

handed  to  the  building  fund.  birthday,    the    Branch    gave    him    a 

Welcome  to  Sister  E.   Palethorpe  surprise    party,    complete    with    ice 

who  was  baptized  by  President  R.  cream,   birthday   cake   and    candles. 

Mornssey    early    in    October.    This  The  evening  was  brought  to  a  hectic 

wonderful    sister    has    tried    for    15  close    with    everyone    joining    in    a 

years  to  join  the  Church.   She  was  game  of  paper  stick  hockey.  Presi- 

fortunate  enough  to  meet  President  dent    Morrissey    spent    2/3    of   the 

David    O.    McKay   during   his    visit  evening  sliding  around  the  floor  on 

to  our  country.  We  are  very  pleased  his    stomach,    and    the    other    1/3 

to  have  her  with  us  in  Sleepy  Hoi-  turned  over.  And  he  wasn't  the  only 

low.  one!   It  was  a  21st  no  one  is  likely 

Square  dancing  has  really  caught  to  forget  in  a  hurry, 

on  here,  and  the  monthly  affairs  are  Sister    Joyce    Morrissey    and    her 

proving  to  be  a  great  success.  two   daughters   were   involved    in   a 

The    weekly    games    evenings    are  nasty    accident    during    the    month, 

great  fun  with  average  attendances  but   fortunately   no    one  was   badly 

of  20  to  24,  and  this  includes  quite  hurt.  However,  the  same  cannot  be 

a  few  non-members.  said  for  her  new  car;  it  is  a  mess. 
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EAST  RAND 


Sends  Missionary  Overseas 


Reported  by  President  B.  J.  Bester 


Sunday,  October  27,  was  a  highlight  when  our  evening  service  was 
graced  by  the  presence  of  our  Mission  President  and  his  wife  and  some 
of  our  District  leaders,  who  formed  part  of  the  big  congregation  that 
assembled  for  the  Farewell  Testimonial  meeting  of  our  first  male  mission- 
ary. Elder  Alexander  R.  B.  Smith,  who  has  been  called  to  serve  in  the 
British  South  Mission.  After  the  service,  he  was  ordained  an  Elder  by 
District  President  K.  Powrie,  and  set  apart  and  blessed  as  a  missionary 
by  President  Howard  C.  Badger. 

The  efforts  of  the  local  saints  and  their  cast  of  18  in  the  District 
"Spring  Roadshow"  were  well  rewarded  with  a  rating  of  "Excellent."  One 
member  of  the  cast  was  very  hesitant  about  his  part  portrayed  as  Wee 
Willie  Winkie,  but  nevertheless  he  stole  the  show,  candle  and  all. 


RAMAH  II 


Says  Farewell 

Reported   by   Hope    Minne 


On  September  29  we  said  good- 
bye to  two  of  our  best  loved  fam- 
ilies who  have  been  assigned  to  go 
to  Germiston  to  help  strengthen  the 
Branch  there.  Terry  de  Kock  and 
his  wife  Anne,  and  Dave  Cock- 
erell  and  his  wife  Joan,  all  stood  at 
the  pulpit  and  said  a  sad  farewell 
to  Raman  2,  nonetheless  proud  to 
have  been  chosen  for  this  mission- 
ary venture.  We,  in  turn,  are  proud 
of  them  and  our  best  wishes  and 
prayers  go  with  them.  We  know 
that  theirs  is  a  privileged  task  and 
that  they  will  make  a  great  success 
of  whatever  they  are  asked  to  do. 

We  had  a  great  time  at  the  Branch 
"Spring  Sing"  on  October  1,  and 
congratulations  are  due  to  all  who 
took  rart  as  well  as  a  big  thank 
vou.  There  was  a  lot  of  thought 
behind  the  seDarate  items  and  our 
Branch  Presidency  reallv  showed 
their  talents,  and  ability  to  put  on 
a  first  class  show.  How  we  laughed ! 

The  Scouts  held  a  most  success- 
ful evening  in  aid  of  much  needed 


equipment.  There  was  a  film  show 
and  a  really  fine  display  of  eats 
and  you  could  feel  everyone  en- 
joying themselves.  The  result  finan- 
cially was  about  R45  profit  and  we 
congratulate  the  organizers  and  their 
helpers   for  a   fine  evening. 

The  "5.15  Group"  managed  to 
squeeze  in  two  shows  this  month. 
The  first  included  a  Pizza  Pie  in 
town  and  a  get-together  with  delic- 
ious desserts  at  President  Benning- 
ton's home,  and  the  second  a  visit  to 
an  excellent  film  and  supper  after- 
wards at  the  Mission  Home. 

The  Relief  Society  held  a  sale  of 
their  work  and  cakes  at  Rosebank 
and  did  very  well.  If  there  had  been 
two  or  three  times  as  many  cakes, 
there  might  have  been  enough  to 
satisfy  the  eager  buyers.  This  was 
a  short  notice  sale  and  the  result 
of  R66  plus  was  very  good,  and  will 
help  towards  our  Christmas  Ham- 
pers for  the  needy. 
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PRETORIA 

Hears  of  Engagement 

Reported  by  Anna  Muller 

Brother  Alex  Comrie  surprised  us  all  by  getting  engaged  to  Sister 
Cora  Jubber  of  the  Springs  Branch  on  September  20.  Congratulations  to 
Alex  and  Cora. 

We  extend  our  best  wishes  to  Marcella  Faber  and  Johannes  van  Zyl, 
who  were  married  in  the  Pretoria  Chapel  on  September  28. 

On  Fast  Sunday,  October  6,  the  Primary  children  put  on  a  lovely 
programme,  "The  Primary  Family  Hour,"  in  the  Chapel.  Their  perform- 
ance and  singing  touched  the  hearts  of  all  those  present. 


BLOEMFONTEIN 


Has  Busy  Mia  Schedule 

Reported  by  Lida  van  der  Leek 


The  MIA  has  been  very  active 
during  the  month,  which  the  young 
members  really  enjoy.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  month,  a  braaivleis  was 
held  at  Mazelspoort  Pleasure  Resort. 
Softball  and  volleyball  were  played, 
with  lots  of  meat  and  salads  to  satis- 
fy the  hungry,  healthy  appetites  of 
the  youth.  The  most  enjoyable  out- 
ing that  the  MIA  held,  was  the  five 
course  progressive  dinner.  The  menu 
was  very  appetizing  and  fattening 
for  those  who  were  on  a  diet.  The 
last  course  was  eaten  at  Brother  and 
Sister  Stan  Daubney's  place,  which 
is  about  five  miles  out  of  town.  But 
the  members  were  well  rewarded 
for  the  drive  out;  there  were  gener- 
ous helning  of  ice-cream  and  fruit. 

The  MIA  also  held  a  fancy  dress 
dance.  It  was  surprising  to  see  a  sea 
pirate  stalking  the  hall  with  a  cut- 
lass at  the  ready,  as  well  as  a 
"Hula"  girl  from  Hawaii.  There  was 
a    dear    "old    lady"   who    stole     he 


hearts  of  the  guests.  Although  the 
lady  was  a  twenty  one  year  old,  she 
looked  about  eighty  years  old. 

The  Relief  Society  sisters  are  bus- 
ily engaged  in  collecting  jumble  for 
the  jumble  sale,  to  collect  money 
for  Christmas.  At  the  last  work 
meeting  the  sisters  made  "place 
mats"  which  are  useful  and  inex- 
pensive Christmas  presents.  There 
were  two  Open  Houses  held  which 
were  not  very  well  attended,  but 
the  members  enjoyed  the  films 
shown  by  the  Elders.  The  Branch 
is  striving  very  hard  to  increase  the 
membership,  and  as  the  proverb 
goes,  "Persistance  is  the  key  word 
to  success,"  so  we  keep  on  trying. 

Two  young  members  of  the 
Church,  Brother  Bruce  A.  Nuns  and 
Sister  Ruth  Driskel  announced  their 
engagement  during  the  month.  The 
Branch  wishes  them  everything  of 
the  best. 


WELKOM 

Changes  Relief  Society  President 

Reported  by  Violet  Holtshousen 

Quite  a  number  attended  our  Green  and  Gold  Ball.  Brother  and 
Sister  Chater,  and  Sister  Dawn  Nel  really  did  a  magnificent  job  of  decorat- 
ing the  hall  and  the  food  served  was  really  tasty. 

We  wish  to  thank  Sister  Beldon  for  her  diligent  labours  as  Relief 
Society  president  and  to  say  that  we  will  miss  her  leadership  in  many 
ways.  Sister  Belden  has  handed  over  the  reigns  to  Sister  Maggie  Futter, 
who  we  know  will  also  do  a  wonderful  work  in  this  office. 


330 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER        December,  1 968 


Sister  Parkin,  who  has  been  ill,  is  again  back  in  circulation,  and  we 
pray  that  she  will  continue  to  enjoy  good  health  in  the  future.  Unfortun- 
ately, we  must  report  the  illness  of  our  President,  but  pray  that  the  Lord 
will  be  with  him  and  his  family  to  give  them  strength  and  faith  during 
this  difficult  time.  We  hope  that  he  will  soon  be  well  and  able  to  join  us 
again. 

We  had  a  successful  open-house,  in  which  we  were  able  to  entertain 
ten  visitors. 


SALISBURY 


Missionaries  Play  Basket-Bail 

Reported   by   Jean   Bean 


On  Saturday,  September  21,  there 
was  an  exciting  basketball  game 
between  the  6  Missionaries  labour- 
ing in  Salisbury,  and  the  Hellenic 
team,  the  latter  being  considered  the 
strongest  of  all  the  Salisbury  basket- 
ball teams. 

The  game  was  advertised  and  re- 
ported in  the  press,  over  the  radio, 
and  on  TV.  A  large  crowd  was  pre- 
sent at  the  game,  which  proved  to 
be  most  exciting.  The  Missionaries 
only  trailed  by  3  points  at  half- 
time  (16-13),  but  the  second  half 
spelled  defeat  for  the  Elders.  How- 
ever, as  the  newsnaper  reported,  it 
was  a  case  of  "Mormons  lost,  but 
not  disgraced." 

On  Friday.  September  27.  Sister 
Norma  Thwaits  and  her  Laurels  in- 
vited parents,  friends,  and  members 
to  see  two  films.  Sister  Thwaits  wel- 
comed everyone  present,  and  re- 
auested  the  parents  and  annealed  to 
the  vouth  of  the  Church  to  en- 
courage and  heln  the  Laurel  girls 
to  dress  and  live  the  standards  of 
the  Church,  so  that  thev  might  de- 
sire and  be  found  worthy  to  have 
Temnle  Marriages. 

On  Saturday  Sentemher  28.  Pri- 
mary held  a  "Tramo  Sunner"  for 
their    function,    everyone    being    in- 


vited to  come  dressed  accordingly. 
Several  games  were  played,  after 
which  all  those  dressed  in  costume 
were  divided  into  broad  age  groups 
and  made  a  grand  parade.  The 
evening  concluded  with  a  braaivleis 
which  was  held  at  the  bottom  of 
the  Chapel  grounds. 

On  Friday,  October  4  MIA  held 
its  "Spring  Sing,"  which  was  a  great 
success.  During  the  evening  piano- 
forte pieces  were  played  by  Sisters 
Vera  Bell,  Norma  and  Janet  Laing, 
and  Diana  Bell  and  by  Brother 
Mike  Crankshaw.  After  the  piano- 
forte pieces  there  was  impromptu 
drama  in  which  the  audience  parti- 
cipated. Elder  Mel  Martin  sang  a 
solo  and  then  he  was  joined  by  Sis- 
ter Beverley  Frost  and  they  sang 
more  songs. 

The  "Spring  Sing"  ended  on  a 
lovelv  spiritual  note  when  Brother 
Crankshaw  read  some  poetry,  while 
records  of  the  Tabernacle  Choir 
were  beina  played  softly  in  the  back- 
ground. The  evening  closed  with 
refreshments  being  served. 

On  Fast  Saturday.  October  5.  over 
50  people.  7  of  whom  were  visitors 
and  friends,  gathered  at  the  Chapel 
to  witness  the  baptisms  of  Antoin- 
ette Frost  and  Sister  Gloria  Beach. 


BULAWAYO 

Reports  Three  Baptisms 

Reported  by  Dawn  Owen 

Bulawayo  Branch  has  once  again  been  extremely  blessed.  Three  bap- 
tisms and  a  blessing  were  performed  this  month.  Paul  Fraser,  Mark  Fraser, 
and  Francis  Mary-ann  Cooper  were  baptised,  and  young  Ian  Fraser  was 
blessed.  May  these  fine  young  people  grow  up  strong  in  the  teaching  of 
our  Lord. 
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Relief  Society  attendances  are  really  looking  up  with  80  per  cent  atten- 
dance at  most  meetings,  and  we  are  happy  to  welcome  our  four  new  mem- 
bers. The  sisters  are  doing  their  homework,  so  the  lessons  are  very  well 
prepared  and  put  over  in  a  most  understandable  and  interesting  manner. 
We  have  been  taught  the  art  of  making  Christmas  decorations  out  of  egg 
boxes  and  dried  out  leaves,  which  are  most  effective,  and  also  a  new- 
style  bag,  made  from  string  and  nylon  cord.  These  have  become  very 
popular  with  the  sisters. 

YWMIA,  under  the  very  able  leadership  of  Sister  Angela  Patterson  is 
making  great  strides.  They  were  responsible  for  a  most  enjoyable  Progres- 
sive Dinner  ending  with  a  dance  which  was  a  huge  success,  and  a  Variety 
Concert,  in  which  most  of  the  MIA  members  took  part.  It  was  greatly 
enjoyed  by  many  members  and  friends.  Sister  Margaret  Roy  has  been  sus- 
tained as  Secretary  and  Sister  Denise  Milne  as  2nd  Counsellor.  Brother 
John  Finlayson  has  been  sustained  as  1st  Counsellor  in  the  YMMIA,  with 
Stanley  Harris  as  2nd  Counsellor. 

The  Branch  is  taking  on  a  festive  air  as  Christmas  approaches.  Young 
and  old  are  busy  preparing  for  these  festivities. 


SPRINGS 


Witnesses  Marriages 

Reported  by  Melaney  Jubber 


On  November  23,  Andrie  Hugo 
and  Wynn  Armstrong  were  married 
and  we're  sure  that  they  know  that 
our  very  best  wishes  go  out  to  them 
on  their  great  day.  To  prepare 
Andrie  for  her  new  role,  her  sister 
Stephanie  arranged  a  kitchen  tea. 
The  Relief  Society  sisters  helped  too, 
with  a  grocery  box.  Another  couple 
who  have  become  Mr.  and  Mrs.  are 
Dawn  and  Ernest  Heimann. 

To  make  up  for  the  loss  of  Andre 
in  the  number  of  the  Hugo  girls, 
Lara  was  born  to  John  and  Jill 
Hugo  on  October  28.  She  weighed 
7  pounds  10  ounces,  and  is  a  lovely 
sister  for  Christl. 

Brother  Riley,  who  recently  immi- 
grated from  England,  is  already 
part  of  the  Springs  Branch,  and  it's 
wonderful  that  his  wife  and  daugh- 
ter Pamala  have  joined  him  this 
month.  We're  so  glad  to  have  them 
with  us. 

It  seems  just  like  yesterday  that 
we  saw  Tony  Storror  and  his  new 
bride,  Emily,  off  at  Jan  Smuts  as 
they  set  off  on  their  temple  trio,  and 
yet  they're  back  already.  Springs  is 
thrilled  that  Tony  and  Emily  can 
start  their  life  together  sealed  for 
time  and  all  eternity.  It  is  wonder- 
ful   that    they    could    make    their 


dreams  a  reality.  Bert  and  Coral 
Phillips  and  their  three  little  girls 
are  also  just  back  from  their  trip 
to  the  London  Temple.  Knowing 
just  how  hard  they  had  worked  and 
saved  to  reach  this  goal,  the  hearts 
of  all  the  Springs  saints  went  with 
them,  and  we  know  they  richly  de- 
serve the  joy  that  has  come  to  them. 

Jennifer  Hulbert  seems  to  be 
making  winning  prizes  for  speech  a 
habit.  For  the  second  year  running 
she  has  won  the  Best  Individual 
Speaker  competition  at  the  Springs 
Girls'  High. 

Leslie  Chapman  and  Quentin  Tal- 
jaard  both  turned  eight  this  month, 
and  were  baptized  into  the  Church. 
Congratulations  go  as  well  to  two 
newly  ordained  elders,  Les  Dicks 
and  Michael  Jubber. 

One  of  the  adult  Sunday  School 
classes  met  together  for  an  "earlv 
bird"  breakfast,  to  enjoy  the  food, 
the  company,  and  the  wonderful 
spirit  that  seems  so  close  in  the 
hours  just  around  dawn.  Relief  Soc- 
iety ladies  are  busy,  as  usual,  with 
cake  sales  and  catering  for  func- 
tions, and  Primary  is  busy  with 
rehearsals,  so  most  Springs  mem- 
bers are  being  kept  very  busy  in- 
deed. 
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VEREENIGING 

New  YWMIA  President 

Reported  by  Lynette  I.  Roberts 

The  Merrihand  Class  in  Primary  held  a  "Daddy-Daughter"  party  on 
November  9.  The  Indian  theme  which  was  used  brought  these  girls  out 
dressed  up  as  little  Indians  who  welcomed  their  fathers  with  an  Indian 
war-cry.  The  table  were  attractively  decorated  with  teepees  and  tomahawks 
and  laden  with  food  and  goodies.  They  all  enjoyed  games  and  dancing 
after  lunch  and  a  happy  time  ended  for  all. 

We  welcome  Sister  Elsie  M.  Slabbert  as  our  new  YWMIA  President 
and  pray  she  may  forge  ahead  in  her  new  calling.  Heartfelt  thanks  go  to 
Sister  Martha  McKnight  on  her  release  as  YWMIA  President,  a  position 
which  she  has  held  successfully  for  four  pears. 

A  costume  party  was  held  on  October  29,  which  proved  to  be  a  most 
successful  evening.  All  members  joined  in  the  spirit  of  the  evening.  There 
were  Sheiks,  Mexicans,  a  Mary  Poppins,  a  Dutch  lady  in  traditional  dress, 
a  witch,  Red  Riding  Hood,  a  Lamanite  and  his  companion  Laughing 
Water,  a  dragon,  clowns,  and  last,  but  not  least,  Satan  himself. 

The  volleyball  match  played  between  Springs  and  Vereeniging  on 
November  1  was  well  played  by  all.  On  the  same  night  the  Branch  held 
an  Open  House  with  two  investigators  present.  The  Relief  Society  has 
held  a  few  successful  cake  sales  and  the  sisters  are  coming  out  more 
frequently  to  meetings.  The  Sunday  School  Christmas  Tree  Committee  has 
organized  well  for  the  forthcoming  party  and  the  saints  are  promised  a 
lovely  time  on  December  7. 

ERKEN  DIE  NODIGHEID  (Vervolg  van  bladsy  321) 

Van  die  voorafgaande  het  ons  nou      vangs    van    die    waarheid    van    die 
geleer :  Evangelie  van  Christus. 

Ten  eerste,  die  belangrikheid  om  Hoekom   is   dit   so   nodig   om   te 

bewus    te    wees    van    ons    tekort-  erken  dat   daar   >n   behoefte   vir   'n 

kominge  in  die  soek  na  die  waar-  strewe  na  die  waarheid  is? 
heid. 

Tweedens  het  ons  in  ons  soektog  Veronderstel   dat    'n   mens    deug- 

ontdek    dat    die    waarheid    van    die  saam  f »  maar  dat  hy  in  n  staat  van 

Evangelie,  die  Plan  van  Saligheid  is  onkunde   lewe!    Kan   hy   die   salig- 

en  dat  die  mens  nie  in  onkunde  ge-  heid  deelagtig  word? 
red   kan   word   nie,   dat   die   Glorie 

van  God  en  van  die  mens,  intelligen-  .  As  die  Glorie  van  God  uitelligen- 

sie  is.  sie  is,  wat  word  van  ons  verwag? 

Dink  bietjie  aan  die   beloning   wat 

Derdens  vind   ons   die  soort  ver-  daar  wag  op  die  soekende  en  ern- 

stand    wat    nodig    is    vir    die    ont-  stige  verstand! 


Then  said  Jesus  to  them  again,  Peace  be 
unto  you:  as  my  Father  hath  sent  me,  even 
so  send  I  you. 
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MISSIONARY  ACTIVITIES 

TRANSFERS 

ELDER   RONALD   ALLEN,   transferred    from   Cape   Town    to   Johannesburg.    November   28, 

1968. 
ELDER  ROBERT  SETH  BUDGE,  transferred  from  East  London  to  Rhodesia,   December   1. 

1968. 
ELDER    DAVID    BLY,    transferred    from   Pretoria    to    Durban,    December    3.    1968. 
ELDER  GARY   COOPER,  transferred   from  Durban   to   Rhodesia,   December   1.    1968. 
ELDER   WILFORD    CROCKETT,    transferred    from    Pietermaritzburg    to    Durban.    November 

28,   1968. 
ELDER   ROBERT   DENNIS,   transferred    from   Cape    Town    to   Johannesburg,    November    28, 

1968. 
ELDER  RANDALL  GIBBS,  transferred   from  Mission  Home   to  Krugersdorp.   November  22, 

1968 
ELDER  LYNN  LARSON,  transferred   from   Brakpan   to  Cape  Town,   November  27.  1968. 
ELDER   ROBERT  LASATER,   transferred   from   Florida   to  Cape   Town.   November  22,    1968. 
ELDER   CHARLES   MITCHENER,   transferred   from  Cape   Town   to    Krugersdorp,   November 

27,    1968. 
ELDER  RICHARD  PILLING,  transferred   from   Pretoria  to  Benoni,   November  22,    1968. 
ELDER   BRIAN    ROCK,   transferred    from   Durban   to   Mission    Home,    awaiting   assignment, 

November   28.    1968. 
ELDER  MARK   SMITH,   transferred  from   Johannesburg   to  Durban,   November  27.    1968. 
ELDER  DAVID  STEWART,  transferred   from  Florida  to  Johannesburg.  November  27.    1968. 
ELDER  RUSSELL   WILDER,  transferred  from  Port  Elizabeth   to  Klerksdorp.  November  28, 

1968. 

TO  TAKE  EFFECT 

ELDER  DONALD  GARDINER,  to  be  transferred  from  Durban  to  Cape  Town,  January  2, 

1969. 
ELDER    ERIC    JOHNSON,    to    be   transferred    from   Cape    Town   to    Germiston,   January    3, 

1969. 
ELDER  WILLIAM  PARSONS,  to  be  transferred  from  Germiston  to  Durban.  January  1.  1969. 

RELEASES 

ELDER    GARY   LARSON,   released   November   2,    1968.    Elder   Larson   is    from   Las   Vegas, 

Nevada.     He     laboured     in     Brakpan,     Krugersdorp,     Durban,     Cape     Town.     Welkom, 

Johannesburg,  and  Springs. 
ELDER  G.  FRANK  CARTER,  released  November   16.    1968.   Elder  Carter  is  from  Morgan, 

Utah.    He  laboured   in   Pretoria,    Kimberley.   East   London,   Bulawayo   as   District   Leader, 

Johannesburg  as  District  Leader  of  Central  Rand,  and  in  the  Mission  Home  as  Assistant 

to  President. 
ELDER   THOMAS   LEWIS,    released    November    16.    1968.   Elder   Lewis   is    from    Salt    Lake 

City,   Utah.    He  laboured  in   Durban,   Vereeniging,  Port  Elizabeth,  Johannesburg,   Mission 

Home  as  Assistant  to  Mission  Secretary,  and  Pretoria. 


MAKE     ALLOWANCES 

You  don't  always  feel  at  your  best;  you're  not  always  ready  to  jest  .  .  . 
You're  not  always  fit  for  the  fight;  you're  not  always  sweet  and  polite. 

You're  not  always  brimming  with  zest;  sometimes  you  are  glum  and 
depressed  .  .  .  You're  not  always  up  on  the  height;  you're  not  always  merry 
and  bright. 

Then  bear  this  in  thought  when  you  find  —  A  friend  seems  aloof  —  or 
unkind  .  .  .  Don't  judge,  or  be  hasty  to  blame  —  for  people  aren't  always 
the  same.  We  all  have  our  burdens  to  bear;  we  all  have  our  troubles  and 
care  .  .  .  When  folks  disappoint  —  and  you're  vexed  —  let  two  little 
words  be  your  text  —  Make  allowance. 

Patience  Strong 
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FROM  OUR  RECORDS 


BLESSINGS 


BLOEMFONTEIN 
BOTHA,  Catherine  blessed  October  6,   1968. 

CARLETONVILLE 
-COX,  Beverly  Ann  blessed  April  7,   1968. 


EAST    RAND 
ROBBETZE,    Pamela    Anita    blessed    October 
6,    1968. 

MOWBRAY 
FULLARD,    Deon    Fredrick   blessed   Novem- 
ber 3,    1968. 


BAPTISMS 


BLOEMFONTEIN 
FRY,   Michael   Anthony  baptized  October  5, 

1968. 
GROBBELAAR,      Johanna      Elizabeth      (van 

Rooyen)  baptized   October  5,   1968. 
EAST    RAND 
ROBBETZE,    Eugene   Nillian   baptized   Octo- 
ber.   5,    1968. 
ROBBETZE,      Leilani      Madeliene      baptized 

October    5.    1968. 
ROBBETZE,    Pamela    Ann    baptized    October 

5.    1968. 
ROBBETZE,      Wentzel      Christoffel      Coetzer 

baptized   October   5,    1968. 
ROWE,     Lorraine     baptized     September     24, 

1968. 
YOUNG,    Michael    Andrew    baptized    August 

24,    1968. 


MOWBRAY 
GRIERSON,   Jean  Mary  baptized  September 
7,    1968. 

RAMAH    I 
HALL,    Carol    Esme    baptized    October    12, 
1968. 

SALISBURY 

FROST,  Michelle  Antoinette  baptized  Octo- 
ber  5.    1968. 

PINNICK,  Jean  Ether  Noreen  baptized 
August  31,   1968. 

PINNICK,  Norma  Linda  baptized  August 
31.    1968. 

PINNICK,  Rodney  William  Charles  baptized 
August   31,   1968. 


ORDINATIONS 


BLOEMFONTEIN 
BOTHA,   George   ordained   an  Elder  Novem- 
ber  3.    1968. 
VAN    DER     LEEK,    Hermanus     Rudolf    or- 
dained  a   priest   November    3,    1968. 


RAMAH    II 
BOOYENS,    Marthinus    Jacobus    ordained    a 

priest    September    15,    1968. 
CLARK,  Michael  Dennis  ordained  a  Deacon 
September  1,   1968._ 

SALISBURY 
BELL,   Ian   Cedric  ordained  a  teacher  Octo- 
ber 6,   1968. 


MARRIAGE 


BLOEMFONTEIN 
UTERMOHLEN,     Ronald     Richard     married 
on    October    19,    1968   to   Janette   LYLE. 
MOWBRAY 
HERBERT,     Desiree    Adrienne    married    on 
May     30.      1968      to      Gunta      Christian 
KOMNIC. 

PRETORIA 
VAN  ZYL,  Johannes  S.  married  on  Septem- 
ber  28,    1968   to   Marcella   C.    FABER. 


DEATHS 


KRUGERSDORP 
BANFIELD,     Chantal     Tanya     died     August 
25,   1968  in  Krugersdorp. 
MOWBRAY 

RICHARDS.    Conway    died    March    19.    1968 
in    Cape   Town. 


December,  1968        CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


335 


They 
Speak 
for 
Themseives 


Christmas  is  a  gift  from  God  that 
a  man  cannot  keep  until  he  gives  ii 
to  someone  else. 

—  Dorothy  Camerson  Smith 


If  we  would  have  a  true  home 
we  must  guard  well  our  thoughts 
and  actions.  Tis  kindness,  gentle- 
ness, love  that  make  the  home  where 
peace  and  blessing  dwell. 

—  Author  Unknown 


The  best  way  to  keep  good  acts 
in  memory  is  to  refresh  them  with 
new. 

—  Cato 


Let  Christmas  be  a  bright  and 
happy  day;  but  let  its  brightness 
come  from  the  radiance  of  the  star 
of  Bethlehem,  and  its  happiness  be 
found  in  Christ. 

—  H.   G.   Den 


Try  to  do  to  others  as  you  would 
have  them  do  to  you,  and  do  not 
be  discouraged  if  they  fail  some- 
times. It  is  much  better  that  they 
should  fail  than  that  you  should. 

—  Charles  Dickens 


Faith  and  works  are  like  the  light 
and  the  heat  of  a  candle :  they  can- 
not be  separated. 

—  Beaumont 


Our  aim  should  be  to  do  each 
day  something  worthy,  some  noble 
deed  of  kindness  which  brings  joy 
and  gladness  to  our  fellowman,  for 
this  brings  us  a  step  nearer  to  God. 

—  Unis 


The  secret  of  contentment  is 
knowing  how  to  enjoy  what  you 
have,  and  be  able  to  lose  all  desire 
for  things  beyond  your  reach. 

—  Lin  Yutang 


Have    you    any    old    grudges    you 
would  like  to  pay, 

Any  wrongs  laid  up  from  a  by  gone 
day? 

Gather    them    now    and    lay    them 
away. 

When  Christmas  comes. 

Hard  thoughts  are  heavy  to   carry, 
my  friend, 

And  life  is  short  from  beginning  to 
end; 

Be  kind  to  yourself,   leave  nothing 
to  mend. 

When  Christmas  comes. 

by  William  Lytle 
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